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 Character education must be implemented in early childhood. This is because early 

childhood has different characteristics from adults. This descriptive qualitative 

research with a literature study discusses the implementation of character education 

for early childhood. The data analysis technique uses content analysis by sorting 

out data according to the research objectives. This paper produces the following 

things. First, the characteristics of early childhood so that character education must 

be implemented because they have several characteristics, namely: unique, 

egocentric, active and energetic, exploratory and adventurous, relatively 

spontaneous, easily frustrated, lack of consideration in doing things, short attention 

span, and passionate. to learn from experience. Second, the values of character 

education that can be implemented in early childhood include love of God; 

responsibility, discipline, and independence; honesty; respect and courtesy; 

affection, care, and cooperation; confidence, creative, hard-working, and never give 

up; justice and leadership; kind and humble; and tolerance, love of peace, and 

unity. Third, several things that teachers must do in implementing character 

education development, among others: treat children according to their 

characteristics, foster positive understanding, meet basic needs, familiarize children 

with socializing, patterns of educating teachers and parents must be interrelated, 

provide support and appreciation, provide age-appropriate facilities, and have a 

firm, consistent, and responsible attitude. 
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Pendidikan karakter harus diimplementasikan pada anak usia dini. Sebab, anak usia 

dini memiliki krakteristik yang berbeda dengan orang dewasa. Penelitian deskriptif 

kualitatif dengan studi kepustakaan ini membahas tentang implementasi pendidikan 

karakter bagi anak usia dini. Teknik analisa datanya menggunakan contens analisis 

dengan memilah-milah data yang sesuai dengan tujuan penelitian. Tulisan ini 

menghasilkan beberapa hal berikut. Pertama, karakteristik anak usia dini sehingga 

harus dilakukan implementasi pendidikan karakter sebab mereka memiliki 

beberapa sifat, yaitu: unik, egosentris, aktif dan energik, eksploratif dan berjiwa 

petualang, relatif spontan, mudah frustasi, kurang pertimbangan melakukan 

sesuatu, daya perhatian pendek, dan bergairah untuk belajar dari 

pengalaman.Kedua, nilai-nilai pendidikan karakter yang bisa diimplementasikan 

pada anak usia dini antara lain: cinta kepada Allah; tanggungjawab, disiplin, dan 
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mandiri; jujur; hormat dan santun; kasih sayang, peduli, dan kerjasama; percaya 

diri, kreatif, kerja keras, dan pantang menyerah; keadilan dan kepemimpinan; baik 

dan rendah hati; serta toleransi, cinta damai, dan persatuan. Ketiga, beberapa hal 

yang harus dilakukan guru dalam implementasi pengembangan pendidikan 

karakter, antara lain: memperlakukan anak sesuai dengan karakteristiknya, 

menumbuhkan pemahaman positif, memenuhi kebutuhan dasar, membiasakan anak 

bersosialisasi, pola mendidik guru dan orang tua harus saling berkaitan, 

memberikan dukungan dan penghargaan, memberikan fasilitas sesuai dengan usia, 

dan memiliki sikap tegas, konsisten, dan bertanggungjawab. 

 

Introduction 

Early childhood education (PAUD) is 

the level of education before basic education 

(SD/MI), which is a coaching effort for 

children from birth to six years of age. At this 

age, a child's brain is developing very rapidly. 

They will be able to absorb very quickly 

everything that is seen and heard. This age can 

be called a very important and critical time in 

physical, mental, and psychosocial growth that 

determines the continuation of his future. 

Experts call the ages around it the golden age. 

At such a golden age, of course, the 

implementation of character education must be 

carried out correctly and appropriately 

(Shofwan, 2021). 

The implementation of character 

education must of course be realized by 

building character in early childhood. Shofwan 

(2021) states that building character in the 

world of education, certainly cannot be 

separated from what is called "character 

education" itself. Therefore, in this case, we 

need to know the meaning of character 

education. Zubaedi (2011) defines character 

education as an effort to cultivate intelligence 

in thinking, appreciation in the form of 

attitudes, and practice in the form of behavior 

that is following the noble values that become 

his identity and is manifested in interactions 

with God, oneself, society, and the 

environment. 

Not far from the above definition, 

Salahudin and Alkrienciechie (2013) define 

character education as moral education or 

character that can be used to develop a 

person's ability to behave well in everyday life. 

Meanwhile, Azzet (2014) states that character 

education is a system of inculcating good 

character values in all school members so that 

they have knowledge and actions that are 

following good values. For this matter, 

Shofwan (2021) states that the first step to 

making students character or civilized, is then 

a teacher must be the character or civilized 

first so that he can be the main role model. 

Based on the description above, it is 

very interesting to examine the 

implementation of character education for 

early childhood. Therefore, this research will 

focus on examining the following issues,: (1) 

What are the characteristics of early childhood 

so that character education must be 

implemented? (2) What are the values of 

character education that can be implemented in 

early childhood?; (3) What should teachers do 

in implementing character education 

development?; and With the discovery of three 

answers to the three problems, the results of 

early research are expected to be useful for 

researchers, academics, and others. 

Research methods 

This qualitative descriptive research 

uses literature study in conducting a research. 

Literature study is research that is used to 

collect information and data with various kinds 

of library assistance, such as books, 

magazines, papers, and others (Mardalis, 

1999). Therefore, this research process will 

collect and refer to various kinds of data 

following the research objectives with the help 

of libraries, both offline and online libraries. 

Meanwhile, Nazir (2003) stated that 

literature study is a data collection technique 

by reviewing books, literature, notes, and 

various necessary notes. However, according 
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to Hadi (1990) that there are three guidelines 

for conducting a literature study, namely: 

relevance, recency, and adequacy. Therefore, 

this research will always pay attention to these 

three guidelines. 

Findings and Discussion  

A teacher who will implement 

character education in early childhood must 

first know the characteristics of early 

childhood, including conflict, adaptive, 

imitative, and unwillingness to budge. From 

these three characteristics, early childhood 

always wants to be accepted in the group. 

Therefore, the roles of teachers and parents 

include (1) providing opportunities for 

children to pay attention, try, and cooperate; 

(2) paying attention to and correcting 

children's imitative behavior which tends to be 

negative; and (3) support children to be able to 

share and give in (Shofwan, 2021). 

Characteristics zof zEarly zChildhood 

Regarding zthe zcharacteristics zof 

zchildren, zMashar z(2015) zand zRohmah z(2018) 

zstate zthat zearly zchildhood zhas zdistinctive 

zcharacteristics, zboth zphysically, 

zpsychologically, zsocially, zmorally, zand zso zon. 

Childhood zis zthe zmost zimportant zperiod zof zhis 

zlife. Because zchildhood zis za zperiod zof 

zformation zof zthe zfoundation zand zbasis zof 

zpersonality zthat zwill zdetermine zthe znext zchild's 

zexperience. The zexperiences zexperienced zin 

zearly zchildhood zwill zhave za zstrong zinfluence zon 

zlater zlife. The zexperience zwill zlast za zlong ztime, 

zand zeven zcannot zbe zerased. More zspecifically, 

zthe zcharacteristics zof zearly zchildhood zhave 

zbeen zmentioned zby zAyuningsih z(2012) zas 

zfollows. 

First, zage z0-1 zyear. At zthis zage, zthey 

zhave zthe zfollowing zcharacteristics: z(1) zchildren 

zlearn zmotor zskills zstarting zto zroll zover, zcrawl, 

zsit, zstand, zand zwalk; z(2) zchildren zlearn zskills 

zusing zthe zfive zsenses, zsuch zas zseeing zor 

zobserving, zfeeling, zhearing, zsmelling, zand 

ztasting zby zputting zeach zobject zin zthe zmouth; 

zand z(3) zchildren zlearn zsocial zcommunication 

zaccording zto zthe zstages. 

Second, the age of 2-3 years. At this 

age, they have the following characteristics: 

(1) children are very active in exploring 

objects around them; (2) children begin to 

develop language skills; and (3) children begin 

to learn to develop emotions. 

Third, zthe zage zof z4-6 zyears. At zthis zage 

zhas zthe zfollowing zcharacteristics, zamong 

zothers: z(1) zrelated zto zphysical zdevelopment, 

zchildren zare zvery zactive zin zvarious zactivities; 

z(2) zbetter zlanguage zdevelopment; z(3) zvery 

zrapid zcognitive zdevelopment zor zthinking 

zpower, zindicated zby zthe zchild's zextraordinary 

zcuriosity zabout zthe zsurrounding zenvironment; 

zand z(4) zforms zof zchildren's zgames zare zstill 

zindividual, znot zsocial zgames. 

Fourth, zthe zage zof z7-8 zyears. At zthis 

zage zhas zthe zfollowing zcharacteristics, zamong 

zothers: z(1) zthe zcognitive zdevelopment zof 

zchildren zis zstill za zfast zperiod; z(2) zthe zchild's 

zsocial zdevelopment zbegins zto zwant zto zbreak 

zaway zfrom zthe zauthority zof zhis zparents; z(3) 

zchildren zbegin zto zlike zsocial zgames; zand z(4) 

zchildren zexperience zemotional zdevelopment. 

Meanwhile, zSolehuddin, zet zal. (2005) 

zand zRohmah z(2018) zhave zmentioned zthe 

zfollowing znine zcharacteristics zof zearly 

zchildhood: 

1. Unique, zthat zis, zeach zchild zis 

zdifferent zfrom zone zother. Children 

zhave ztheir zown zinnate, zinterests, 

zcapabilities, zand zlife zbackgrounds. 

2. Egocentric, znamely zchildren zare 

zmore zlikely zto zsee zand zunderstand 

zthings zfrom ztheir zpoint zof zview zand 

zinterests. 

3. Active zand zenergetic, znamely 

zchildren zusually zenjoy zdoing 

zvarious zactivities, zespecially zwhen 

zchildren zare zfaced zwith za znew zand 

zchallenging zactivity. 
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4. Explorative zand zadventurous, 

zdriven zby za zstrong zcuriosity zabout 

zeverything, zchildren zusually zlike zto 

zexplore, ztry, zand zlearn znew zthings. 

5. Relatively zspontaneous, znamely 

zthe zbehavior zdisplayed zby zchildren 

zis zgenerally zrelatively zgenuine zand 

znot zcovered zup zso zthat zit zreflects 

zwhat zis zin ztheir zfeelings zand 

zthoughts. 

6. Easily frustrated, namely generally 

children are still easily 

disappointed when faced with 

something that is not satisfactory. 

7. Lack zof zconsideration zin zdoing 

zsomething, znamely zfollowing zthe 

zdevelopment zof zthe zway zof 

zthinking, zchildren zusually zdo znot 

zhave za zsense zof zmature 

zconsideration, zincluding 

zconcerning zdangerous zthings. 

8. Short zattention zspan, znamely 

zchildren zusually zhave za zshort 

zattention zspan, zexcept zfor zthings 

zthat zare zintrinsically zinteresting 

zand zfun. 

9. Children zare zpassionate zabout 

zlearning zand zlearn za zlot zfrom 

zexperience, znamely, zchildren zlike 

zto zfind zout zabout zsomething znew 

zand zare zhappy zto zdo zvarious 

zactivities zthat zencourage zchanges 

zin zbehavior zin zthemselves. 

Implementation zof zCharacter zValues zin 

zEarly zChildhood 

Character zeducation zis zneeded zin 

zbuilding zknowledge, zskills, zand zabilities zto 

zlearn, zusing zinformation zappropriately, zand 

zbeing zresponsible zfor zstudents z(Hidayat zas 

zquoted zby zShofwan, z2015). Therefore, zseveral 

zvalues zof zcharacter zeducation zcan zbe 

zimplemented zin zearly zchildhood zas zmentioned 

zby zShofwan z(2021), zincluding: 

1. Love zfor zAllah. The zresult zof zits 

zimplementation zis zthat zchildren zwant 

zto zpray zand zpray zwith ztheir zfather zand 

zmother. 

2. Responsible, zdisciplined, zand 

zindependent. The zresult zof zthe 

zimplementation zis zthat zchildren zwant 

zto ztidy zup ztoys zafter zplaying; zthe zchild 

zcan zsleep, zplay, zand zgo zto zschool zon 

ztime; zchildren zcan zbathe, zeat, zchange 

zclothes, zand zput zon zshoes zwithout zthe 

zhelp zof zadults. 

3. Honest. The zresult zof zits 

zimplementation zis zthat zchildren zcan 

zwork zor zwork zindependently; zthe zchild 

zdoes znot zwant zto ztake zthings zthat zdo 

znot zbelong zto zhim, zand zchildren zwant 

zto zadmit ztheir zmistakes. 

4. Respect zand zcourtesy. The zresult zof zthe 

zimplementation zis zthat zchildren zare 

zwilling zto zgreet zwhen zmeeting 

zteachers, zparents, zand zfriends; zand 

zchildren zwant zto ztalk zpolitely. 

5. Affection, zcare, zand zcooperation. The 

zresult zof zthe zimplementation zis zthat zthe 

zchild zwants zto zhelp za zfriend zwho zfalls 

zor zis zsick; zchildren zwant zto zlend 

zcrayons, zpencils, zand zthe zlike; zthe zchild 

zwants zto zgive zfood zto za zfriend, zand zthe 

zchildren zwant zto zplay zwith zfriends. 

6. Confident, zcreative, zhard-working, zand 

znever zgive zup. The zresult zof zthe 

zimplementation zis zthat zchildren zdare zto 

zsing, zand zread zpoetry zor zrhymes zin 

zfront zof zthe zclass; zif zthere zis zno zglue zto 

zglue zthe zpaper, zthe zchild zcan zbe 

zcreative zwith zother zthings, zfor zexample 

zgluing zwith zrice; zthe zchild zalways ztries 

zto zcomplete zthe ztask zto zcompletion; 

zand zif zthe zchild zfails zto zdo zthe zgame, 

zthen zhe zkeeps zrepeating zuntil zhe 

zsucceeds. 
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7. Justice zand zleadership. The zresults zof 

zthe zimplementation zare zthat zchildren 

zare znot zselective zin zmaking zfriends zin 

zplay zgroups z(schools) zand zat zhome, 

zand zthe zchild zwants zto zappear zto zlead 

zthe zprayer zor zlead zthe zline. 

8. Kind zand zhumble. The zresult zof zthe 

zimplementation zis zthat zchildren zdo znot 

zget zangry zor zcry zwhen zthey zhave 

zproblems zwith zfriends. 

9. Tolerance, zpeace-loving, zand zunity. 

The zresult zof zthe zimplementation zis 

zthat zchildren zdo znot zlike zto zmock ztheir 

zfriends zand zwant zto zplay zwith zall ztheir 

zfriends. 

In zimplementing zcharacter zeducation, 

zthere zare zcharacter zvalues zoffered zby 

zprofessional zinstitutions zand zexperts zthat 

zteachers zand zparents zmust zknow zas zmentioned 

zby zNuraeni z(2016), zincluding: 

First, zthe zHeritage zFoundation zoffers 

zthe zfollowing znine zcharacter zvalues, zincluding 

z(1) zlove zfor zGod; z(2) zresponsibility, zdiscipline, 

zand zindependence; z(3) zhonesty; z(4) zrespect zand 

zcourtesy; z(5) zaffection, zcare, zand zcooperation; 

z(6) zconfident, zcreative, zhard-working, zand 

znever zgive zup; z(7) zjustice zand zleadership; z(8) 

zkind zand zhumble; zand z(9) ztolerance, zlove zof 

zpeace zand zunity. 

Second, zCharacter zCount zUSA zoffers 

zthe zfollowing zten zcharacter zvalues, zincluding 

z(1) ztrustworthiness; z(2) zrespect zand zcare; z(3) 

zcare; z(4) zhonesty; z(5) zresponsibility; z(6) 

znationality; z(7) zsincerity; z(8) zbrave; z(9) 

zpersevering; zand z(10) zintegrity. 

Third, zGinanjar zoffers zseven zcharacter 

zvalues zas zfollows, zamong zothers: z(1) zhonesty; 

z(2) zresponsibility; z(3) zdiscipline; z(4) zvisionary; 

z(5) zfairness; z(6) zcare; zand z(7) zcooperation. 

 

 

Teacher zTreatment zin zthe zImplementation 

zof zCharacter zEducation 

A zteacher zis zcertainly zhappy zif zhe zhas 

zstudents zwith zcharacter. Every zlecturer zis 

zcertainly zhappy zif zthey zhave zstudents zwith 

zcharacter z(Shofwan, z2022). In zaddition, zin zthe 

zworld zof zeducation, zit zis zstated zthat zthe 

zimplementation zof zcharacter zeducation zcan zbe 

zdone zthrough zvarious zsubjects z(Shofwan z& 

zNurseto, z2022). In zthe zimplementation zof 

zcharacter zeducation zdevelopment, zthere zare 

zseveral zthings zthat zteachers zand zpeople zmust zdo 

zaccording zto zRustini z(2020), zincluding: 

1. Treating zchildren zaccording zto ztheir 

zcharacteristics. 

2. Cultivate za zpositive zunderstanding zin 

zchildren zfrom zan zearly zage. 

3. Meet zthe zbasic zneeds zof zchildren, 

zincluding zthe zneed zfor zaffection, 

zprovision zof znutritious zfood, zand zthe 

zlike. 

4. Familiarize zchildren zto zsocialize zand 

zinteract zwith zthe zsurrounding 

zenvironment. 

5. The pattern of educating teachers and 

parents carried out both at home and at 

school must be interrelated. 

6. Provide zsupport zand zappreciation zwhen 

za zchild zdisplays zcommendable 

zbehavior. 

7. Provide zenvironmental zfacilities 

zfollowing zthe zage zof zdevelopment. 

8. Have za zfirm, zconsistent, zand 

zresponsible zattitude. 

In zaddition, zthe zimplementation zof 

zcharacter zeducation zshould zbe zcarried zout zin za 

zpleasant zatmosphere. Rustini z(2020) zmentions 

zseveral zthings zthat zmust zbe zunderstood zby 

zteachers zand zparents zto zcreate zfun zactivities zin 

zinstilling zcharacter zeducation zvalues zin zearly 

zchildhood, zincluding: 
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1. Increase zinsight zabout zthe zimportance 

zof zeducating zchildren zwith zfun 

zmethods. 

2. Deepen zinsight zinto zthe zimportance zof 

zvalue zeducation zand zits zapplication zin za 

zfun zprocess. 

3. Improving zthe zskills zand zcreativity zof 

zearly zchildhood zeducation zteachers 

zthrough zexploring zideas, zselecting 

zmaterials, zdesigning, zcreating, zand 

zutilizing zchildren's zlearning zmedia 

zbased zon zcharacter zvalues. 

4. Explore zthe zpotential zof zearly 

zchildhood zeducation zteachers zin 

zproviding zand zutilizing zlearning 

zresources zfor zearly zchildhood. 

5. Improving zthe zprofessionalism zof zearly 

zchildhood zeducation zteachers zby 

zequipping zthem zwith zthe zskills zto 

zmanage za zfun zlearning zprocess. 

Nuraeni zas zquoted zby zShofwan z(2021) 

zstates zthat zthe zexplanation zof zthe zvalues zabove 

zprovides zinformation zabout zhow zthe zcharacter 

zshould zbe zapplied zto zstudents. The zthree 

zsources zabove zcan zbe zused zas za zreference zfor 

zgrowing zcharacter zin zchildren. Of zcourse, zthe 

zbasic zcharacter zinitiated zby zmajor zIndonesian 

zgovernment zinstitutions z(namely zthe zMinistry 

zof zNational zEducation zand zthe zMinistry zof 

zReligion) zbecomes zthe zbasic zreference zin 

zdeveloping zcharacter zin zstudents. 

These are some of the things that 

teachers and parents should pay attention to in 

implementing character education, both in the 

family, school, and other environments. By 

referring to what is described above, at least 

teachers and parents will find various solutions 

to developing character education. 

 

 

 

Conclusion  

Based on the results and discussion 

above, this study produces the following 

conclusions. First, the characteristics of early 

childhood so that the implementation of 

character education must be carried out 

because they have several characteristics, 

namely: unique, which is different from one 

another; egocentric, which tends to understand 

something from the point of view of its 

interests; active and energetic, ie happy to do 

activities; exploratory and adventurous spirit, 

namely the drive to be curious about 

everything; relatively spontaneous, ie 

relatively original behavior; easily frustrated, 

ie disappointed when faced with something 

that is not appropriate; lack of consideration 

for doing something, that is, they do not have 

careful consideration; short attention span, ie 

not paying attention far away; and passionate 

about learning from experience. 

Second, the values of character 

education that can be implemented in early 

childhood include love for God; responsibility, 

discipline, and independence; honesty; respect 

and courtesy; affection, care, and cooperation; 

confidence, creative, hard-working, and never 

giving up; justice and leadership; kind and 

humble; and tolerance, love of peace, and 

unity. Of course, this can still be implemented 

in the values of character education from 

experts and other related institutions. 

Third, several things teachers must do 

in implementing character education 

development, including treating children 

according to their characteristics; fostering a 

positive understanding in children from an 

early age; meeting the basic needs of children; 

familiarizing children with socializing with the 

surrounding environment; the pattern of 

educating teachers and parents must be 

interrelated; provide support and appreciation 

when displaying commendable behavior; 

provide environmental facilities according to 

their developmental age; and have a firm, 

consistent, and responsible attitude. In 
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addition, the implementation of character 

education should be carried out in a pleasant 

atmosphere. 
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